
Class 2 (2007-2008)  
Participant Biographies 
 

Jeannett Albers 
513.612.1859 
jeannett.albers@ey.com

 
Jeannett Albers manages Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur Of The 
Year regional program and local marketing activities. She received 
a B.S. from the University of Dayton and an MBA from the 
University of Cincinnati where she was a member of the first place 
team at the 2005 Fidelity Business Case Competition. A former 
McKesson marketing manager, she was awarded the coveted 

“Sales Impact Person of the Year” recognition in 2003. In addition to spending 
time with family, mostly located in her home city, Jeannett enjoys travel and 
playing volleyball. 
  
Terrance Ashanta-Barker 
513.357.9615 
ashanta-barker@taftlaw.com

 
Terrance Ashanta-Barker is an attorney in the Business and 
Finance Department of Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP’s Cincinnati 
office. Mr. Ashanta-Barker received his law degree from Florida 
State University and his Chemical Engineering degree from 
Tuskegee University. He is the former COO and general counsel to 
Small & Carter Investments Company. He is a graduate of the 

Grassroots Leadership Academy and the United States Presidential Classroom. 
He is also a member of the Board of Trustees/Directors of the Cincinnati 
Business Incubator, the Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation and Freedom YP. Mr. 
Ashanta-Barker also enjoys the arts, reading, horseback riding and sports.  
 
Treva Brinkley 
513.762.7195 
treva.brinkley@uwgc.org

 
Treva N. Brinkley is a senior development associate at United 
Way of Greater Cincinnati where she has been employed since 
1999. She is very active as a community volunteer and an active 
church member at Hyde Park Baptist Church where she serves as 
chairwoman of the board of trustees. In addition to spending time 
with her husband Robert and their family and friends, she enjoys 

church activities, travel, board games and reading.  



Melanie Burden 
513.482.7527 
mburden@freestorefoodbank.org

 
Melanie Burden has been the Director of Human Resources for 
the FreeStore FoodBank for the past two years. She received her 
B.A. in Economics and M.A. in Labor and Employment Relations, 
both from the University of Cincinnati. Melanie has been in the 
field of Human Resources for over 12 years, working in not-for-

profit, for-profit and manufacturing industries. Melanie has served as a SHRM 
Member since 1996 and as a member of NAAAHR since 1998. In addition to 
enjoying family activities with her husband Maurice and their son, she enjoys rock 
climbing, travel, reading and literacy composition.  
 
Jeff Button 
513.562.6982 
jeff.button@fds.com

 
Jeff Button, Director of Career Development for Federated 
Department Stores. He received his M.A. in Counseling 
Psychology from Denver Seminary and a B.A. in Philosophy and 
Psychology from the State University of New York – Oswego. A 
recent transplant to Cincinnati, Jeff served as a facilitator for the 
St. Louis Job Alliance, an inner-city job training program. Jeff 

resides in Anderson Township with his wife, Gail and daughters Claire and Audrey. 
 
Andy Chirch 
513.361.8232 
Andrew.chirch@usbank.com

 
Andy Chirch is Director of Downtown Retail for U.S. Bank. He is a 
graduate of Xavier University and a decorated U.S. Army veteran. 
You can find Andy working, running or just hanging out downtown 
with his wife, Meredith Keith Chirch and their two (soon to be 
three) children. An avid runner, Andy has finished the 26.2-mile 

Flying Pig Marathon twice (so far). He is a 2005 recipient of U.S. Bank’s 
prestigious Circle of Service Excellence award. His other roles include volunteer 
business counselor with SCORE, finance committee member at his church, actor 
in local theater, bass guitarist and vocalist.  



Vashon Christian 
513.241.3400 
vchristian@comey.com
 

Vashon Christian, realtor with Comey & Shepherd Realtors City 
Office, is also the founder of the Cincinnati Renaissance, a not-
for-profit organization. She received her B.S. in Computer Science 
from Wilberforce University where she became a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority, Students in Free Enterprise, ROTC and the 
Argumentation and Debate Team. She is currently attending 

Northern Kentucky University to receive her M.S. in Technology with a 
concentration in Construction Management. Additionally, she is a partner in a fire 
restoration company as well as an event promotion company. She enjoys 
activities that involve culture and creativity, especially poetry, art, music and 
dance. But mostly, she enjoys her seven-year old son Zachary.  
 
Laura Chrysler 
513.579.3105 
lchrysler@cincinnatichamber.com

 
Laura Chrysler is the business-to-business sponsorship sales 
manager for the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber. She received 
her B.A. in Speech Communications and a B.S. in Mass 
Communications from Miami University. Laura volunteers locally 
for the Fine Arts Fund, United Way, Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society and the Women’s Connection. She lives in Pleasant 

Ridge with her husband Rob, whom she met in Luxembourg at Miami University’s 
John Dolibois campus. She enjoys traveling, tennis, snow skiing and theatre.  
 
Eric Clark 
513.352.6555 
eric.clark@thomsonhine.com

 
Eric Clark is an attorney in Thompson Hine’s Labor & Employment 
practice group. He received his J.D. from the University of 
Cincinnati College of Law and an undergraduate degree in 
Accounting from John Carroll University. Eric is a member of the 
Cincinnati and Ohio State Bar Associations, and was formerly on 

the Board of Directors for Visions Community Services in Cincinnati’s West End. 
Eric’s leisure time is spent with his wife Tiffany and his two sons, Kaden and 
Noah. The Clarks are members of the Museum Center, Zoo, Art Museum and 
Aquarium. In addition, Eric enjoys golf, reading and running.  



Kyle Dant 
513.7312100 x 4005 
kdant@socius1.com
 

Kyle Dant, Senior Consultant at Socius LLC, received his B.S. in 
Management Information Systems and Marketing from Miami 
University. After spending seven years in Chicago as an HR/Benefits 
Project Manager, he moved back to Cincinnati to help start up Socius’ 
Cincinnati office. Outside of work, Kyle and his wife Anna enjoy 
outdoor sports, charity work and time with family.  

 
Brock Denton 
513.579.6456 
ddenton@kmklaw.com

 
D. Brock Denton, an attorney with the law firm of Keating, 
Muething & Klekamp, represents clients in corporate matters. He 
is also a member of the Hiring Committee and the Summer 
Associate Program Coordinator. Mr. Denton received his law 
degree from Salmon P. Chase College of Law where he was 
Symposium Editor of the Northern Kentucky Law Review. He also 

received a degree in Accounting form the University of Kentucky. He was named 
an Ohio Rising Star by Law and Politics in 2005 and 2006, and is a Board of 
Director of the Cincinnati Reds Community Fund. He resides in Mt Lookout with 
his wife Elizabeth.  
 
Stephen Eadicicco 
513.362.1725 
stephen.eadicicco@protiviti.com
 

Stephen Eadicicco is a Senior Consultant with Protiviti Business Risk 
Consulting. While at Protiviti, Stephen has worked with many 
different clients to ensure process effectiveness while reducing risk. 
Stephen received his B.S. in Business with a specialization in 
Finance and International Business from Indiana University in 2002. 
Stephen was actively involved in community service throughout his 

tenure at IU and was recognized for his achievements. He has remained active in 
the community upon his return to Cincinnati by organizing philanthropic activities 
for Protiviti. Aside from work and community service, Stephen enjoys spending 
time with his family and friends and traveling, both internationally and 
domestically.  



Jason Farler 
513.661.3100 
jfarler@johnsoninv.com

 
Jason M. Farler, CFA, is a Portfolio Manager with Johnson 
Investment Counsel, Inc. Jason earned his B.S. in Finance from 
Miami University, where he is a frequent speaker at the Richard T. 
Farmer School of Business. Jason is a CFA Charterholder and is a 
member of the CFA Society of Cincinnati. He serves on the Board 
of Advisors for the Cinergy Children’s Museum at the Cincinnati 

Museum Center and the Board of Directors for the March of Dimes Greater 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Division. Jason, his wife Sarah and daughter Abigail 
are residents of Fairfield Township.  
 
Meghan Fedders 
513.534.4005 
meghan.fedders@53.com

 
Meghan Fedders has been with Fifth Third Bank for five years and 
is currently Assistant Vice President in Sourcing. She received her 
MBA from the University of Cincinnati and her B.S. in 
Mathematical Sciences from the University of Kentucky. She has 
competed in and received multiple Top Ten awards at both the 
United States and Canadian Arabian Horse Nationals. She also 

enjoys snow skiing, water skiing, volleyball and photography. She volunteers for 
multiple organizations including Meals on Wheels, Fly Pig and Habitat for 
Humanity. Meghan and her husband, Albert, live in Park Hills, KY with their son, 
Lucas.  
 
Amanda Fritsch 
513.768.8066 
fritsch@gmail.com
 

Amanda Fritsch has been with Cincinnati.Com for nearly two 
years, where she serves as Business Development Manager. Her 
primary project is maintaining and marketing CincinnatiUsa.com, 
the website representing Cincinnati to potential leisure travelers. 
Previous to Cincinnati.com, Amanda worked for America Online in 
Columbus, OH. Amanda received an undergraduate degree in 

Marketing from the Ohio State University in 2001, where she held leadership 
roles with the professional fraternity Delta Sigma Pi. She currently serves on the 
board of directors for Labrador Retriever Rescue of Cincinnati, and is Co-Director 
of Technology for the local free wireless initiative, LilyPad.  



Michele Fronckiewicz 
513.636.5883 
michele.fronckiewicz@cchmc.org

 
Michele Fronckiewicz, Executive Director at the Cincinnati 
Childeren’s Hospital Medical Center. She is responsible for two 
subsidiaries that focus on the support and delivery of pediatric 
primary care. She earned a B.A. in Economics from Denison 
University and an M.B.A from Xavier University. She completed 
Board Certification from the American College of Medical Practice 

Executives in 2006. In recent years, she served as President for the Cincinnati 
Chamber of the Denison Alumni Association and as Secretary of the Mount 
Lookout Civic Club. Outside the office, she enjoys family adventures with her two 
young sons and her husband, Ron Hicks.  
 
Meghan Galvin 
513.381.6672 
meghangalvin@fuse.net

 
Meghan Galvin is the Development Director at the Center for 
Chemical Addictions Treatment where she is responsible for 
fundraising, marketing and public relations. Previously, she 
planned special events for the Alzheimer’s Association of Greater 
Cincinnati. She received Bachelor’s degrees in Political Science 
and English: Journalism at Miami University, and is currently 

pursuing her M.B.A at Xavier University. She volunteers with the Ronald McDonald 
House, Smart Money Community Services, the United Way Young Leaders and the 
Germania Society. Meghan is a native Cincinnatian and has a passion for 
traveling abroad, photography, playing the violin and watching football.  
 
Kimberly Glenn 
513.287.3125 
kimberly.glenn@duke-energy.com

 
Kimberly L. Glenn, a mechanical engineering graduate of the 
University of Kentucky, is a Supervisor with Duke Energy. Over the 
years, she has been active in the community, including serving on 
the American Lung Association’s Regional Advisory Board, 
volunteering with the Cincinnati Art Museum and working as a 
United Way location campaign manager for Duke Energy. 

Kimberly’s most recent recognitions include being named a Reach for the Stars 
Leader of the Future and a Duke Energy Emerging Leader. Kimberly also received 
the Kenton County Award of Distinction and was commissioned as an Honorable 
Kentucky Colonel.  



Shannon Heroux 
513.784.5217 
sheroux@humana.com
 

Shannon Heroux is a Sales Executive with Humana, a position 
she has held since 2004. Shannon has been with Humana since 
1999 and has spent the last 17 years of her career in the health 
insurance industry. She had achieved President’s Club status for 
the past two years by achieving sales goals. She has received 
the Casualty Claims Law Associate (CCLA) and Legal Principles 

Claims Specialist (LPCS) designation from the American Educational Institute and 
is a licensed agent. She enjoys spending time with her husband Matt and their 
children, as well as gardening, swimming, reading and Bengals football.  
 
Ashley Hess 
513.455.7600 
wah@gdm.com

 
Ashley is a member of the law firm Greenebaum Doll & McDonald 
PLLC where he advises entrepreneurs and businesses on 
formation and growth issues. He is a graduate of the University of 
Virginia and the Washington & Lee University School of Law. He 
moved to Cincinnati five years ago for his job with Greenebaum. 
He is one of the founding members of The Bacchanalian Society, 

Inc. and is very involved with the group’s fundraising and friend-raising activities. 
Ashley is newly married: he and his wife Alison live in Mt. Lookout. In his spare 
time, he enjoys exercising and reading - something other than law.  
 
Peter Horton 
513.583.4736 
peter.horton@mvg.com

 
Peter Todd Horton is a Director of Business Development for 
Miller-Valentine Group. He is responsible for initiating and 
managing both real estate development and design-build services 
within the Greater Cincinnati community. Pete is a graduate of 
the University of Cincinnati, where he received a Bachelors of 
Architecture. After living in Chicago for five years, Pete and his 

wife Mary moved back to Cincinnati in January 2002 and now reside in Anderson 
Township with their two sons. Pete is a board member of Gamma Xi 21 and 
recently served as a faculty member for the CoreNet Global Summit in Toronto.  



Dominic Iacobucci 
513.619.0294 
diacobucci@bhdp.com

 
Native Cincinnatian Dominic Iacobucci, Workplace Researcher for 
BHDP Architecture, graduated from DAAP at the University of 
Cincinnati as an Honors Scholar, with a B.S. and Masters in 
Architecture. While at UC, Dominic held fifteen positions in eleven 
organizations including president of RallyCats, an OAK National 
Leadership Honor Society, co-founded “Bearcat Live!” and 

received the Presidential Leadership Medal of Excellence, the University’s highest 
honor. Currently he sits on the UC Alumni Association Board of Governors as the 
Young Alumni Committee Chair and is involved in the community through the 
United Italian Society, Shriners and Masons. Dominic enjoys traveling, soccer and 
SCUBA.  
 
Doni Jessen 
513.793.5656 
jesseng@nationwide.com
 

Doni Jessen is Vice President of Muniz & Associates LLC, a 
Nationwide Insurance and Financial Services Agency. Prior to 
Muniz & Associates, Mrs. Jessen oversaw and led product teams 
in marketing and brand management and development initiatives 
for business units totaling over $150 million and global 
procurement responsibility for Fortune 500 industries like 

telecommunications and consumer-packing products. She holds a Bachelor of 
Economics from the University of Dayton and an MBA from Antioch University. She 
is a founding executive board member of the National Society of Hispanic MBAs 
Cincinnati Chapter and the Marketing & Communications director of the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. She was awarded the 2004 USA Peruvian Consulate 
Culture Award, The Business Courier’s 2006 Forty under 40 and the 2006 Latina 
Leadership Award. 



Shanon Kammerer 
513.983.8641 
kammerer.s@pg.com

 
Shanon Kammerer is an Associate Marketing Manager with 
Tremor at The Procter & Gamble Company. She develops online 
and offline word-of-mouth marketing campaigns, and is presently 
leading a project with Downtown Cincinnati Inc. to promote and 
bring visitors to our city center. A Chicago native, Shanon found 
her way to Cincinnati via Miami University, where she was a VP 

of her business fraternity, studied abroad in London and earned her B.S. in 
Business Administration (Marketing). Shanon is actively involved in Cincy 
recreational sports and is a Chicago Bears and Cubs fan. She also enjoys 
traveling, hiking, painting and photography.  
 
Kathryn Keller 
513.458.6616 
kkeller@healthfoundation.org
 

Kathryn Keller is the program officer for School-Aged Children’s 
Healthcare at the Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati. Kate 
received her B.A. in Political Science from Eastern Michigan 
University and her Masters in Public Administration from the 
University of Cincinnati. She is a nationally recognized expert in 
school-based health centers, and serves as the Secretary of 
the National Assembly on the School-Based Health Care Board 

of Directors. Kate and her husband Craig reside in Cincinnati with her two 
children.  
 
Ryan Kramer 
513.366.3613 
rkramer30@aol.com
 

Ryan J. Kramer, Managing Director for Northwestern Mutual, 
RPS Financial Group. Ryan received his B.S. in Marketing from 
Illinois State University in 1998. He started his financial 
services company in 1997 as a senior in college. Ryan has won 
several company awards, including “New Representative of the 
Year” and “Top 10” in the company for his work in running the 
internship program. He has received several industry awards 

including Million Dollar Round Table. He has been involved with Easter Seals, 
Rotary and FCA. He resides with his wife, Jennifer, in Mt. Lookout. Ryan enjoys 
sports, reading and traveling.  



Phillip Lanham 
513.556.5605 
phillip.lanham@uc.edu
 

Phillip P. Lanham, Associate Director of Development at the 
University of Cincinnati College of Business. He earned his BBA & 
MBA in Marketing and International Business at the University of 
Cincinnati, where he was senior class president. He volunteers 
his time at on-campus initiatives and serves as chair of the 
Cincinnati Horticulture Society’s Spring Fling Committee. He and 

his wife, Tami, enjoy traveling, golf and spending time with their two sons, Grant 
and Chase.  
 
Kirsten Lecky 
513.605.7800 
kl@bestuponrequest.com

 
Kirsten Lecky is the vice-president of business development at 
Best Upon Request. She is a member of Vistage International 
Key Group, the American Society for Healthcare Human 
Resources Administration and the Society for Human Resource 
Management. Kirsten is a 2005 YWCA Rising Star and one of the 
2006 Top 10 Tri-State Women in Sales by Women’s Business 

Cincinnati. She is a Cum Laude graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Stout and 
lives in Fort Thomas, KY. Kirsten and her husband, Mike, have two sons, 
Benjamin and Graham. Her favorite pastime is being with family and friends.  
 
Kaukeb Malik 
513.561.7298 
kaukebmalik@gmail.com
 

Kaukeb Malik, middle school social studies and language arts 
teacher. She received her B.A. in history and political science 
from the Ohio State University, and M.A. in middle childhood 
education at University of Cincinnati. In recognition of her 
volunteer efforts, she received the 2004 West Chester 
Chamber of Alliance’s Young Woman of Excellence Award. 
Active volunteer with Bridges for a Just Community (formerly 

NCCJ), she is also a local Muslim youth group advisor. In addition to substituting 
and coaching middle school basketball at Cincinnati Country Day School, she 
enjoys traveling, reading, and spending time with her family and friends. 



Mark McAndrew 
513.977.8380 
mark.mcandrew@dinslaw.com
 

Mark A. McAndrew is an attorney in Dinsmore & Shohl’s 
Cincinnati office where he practices in the areas of general 
business and corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, 
healthcare and government contracts. Mark received his J.D. with 
honors from Tulane Law School in 1999 and his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1993. Prior to 

moving to Cincinnati in March 2006, Mark practiced law for approximately six 
years in Washington, D.C. Mark and his wife Christa have two young children, 
Griffin and Catherine.  
 
Monica McPeek 
513.651.6182 
mmcpeek@fbtlaw.com

 
Monica McPeek is a senior associate at the law firm Frost Brown 
Todd. She practices in the firm’s litigation department. A 1992 
graduate of Mariemont High School, she received a B.S. in 1996 
from Miami University and her law degree from the University of 
Cincinnati College of Law in 1999. Monica serves as a Corporate 
Guild member of the Cincinnati Chapter of Dress for Success and 

is a member of the steering committee of Frost Brown Todd’s Women’s Initiative. 
She lives in Mt. Lookout with her husband, Brad and their dog, Nuxie.  
 
Dave Ostreicher 
859.380.8159 
djostrei@umich.edu
 

Dave Ostreicher, Purchasing Strategy Specialist at Toyota Motor 
Engineering & Manufacturing North America, comes to Cincinnati 
from the University of Michigan where he received his BSE/MSE 
in Industrial & Operations Engineering and BA in Japanese.  While 
on campus, Dave was active in AIESEC (an international exchange 
organization), Residence Education and the Michigan Pops 

Orchestra. As an alumnus, he facilitates at leadership retreats and serves on 
several University boards.  Now at home in Cincinnati, Dave is a youth group 
advisor, Give Back Cincinnati volunteer and frequent patron of the arts.  Dave 
enjoys racquetball, urban-hiking, world travels and time with friends. 



Karl Preissner 
513.627.6072 
preissner.km@pg.com

 
Karl Preissner is a Senior Product Developer for the Procter & 
Gamble Laundry Products group. He studied Chemical 
Engineering and Economics at Northwestern University where he 
also ran a local movie theater operation. Karl is Community 
Service Director for the Greater Cincinnati Northern Kentucky 
Eagle Scouts Association. He is also Implementation Director for 

Project LilyPad, a non-profit wireless initiative. Outside of work, Karl is an avid 
marathoner/triathlete with a passion for reading and music.  
 
Nick Proffitt 
513.482.4432 
nick.profitt@messer.com
 

Nick Proffitt is the Business Development Manager for Messer 
Construction’s Cincinnati Region. Nick and his wife, Lisa, recently 
re-located to the area from Lexington where he served in a similar 
capacity for Messer’s office there. Growing up an Army brat, 
moving is nothing new to him as he has lived in eight different 
states and two different countries. He earned his BS in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Kentucky in 2000. While at UK, he worked for 
Messer as a Co-op student and has been with them ever since. Nick enjoys 
playing soccer and golf in his free time.  
 
Michael Prus 
513.321.7774 
mprus@prusconstruction.com

 
Michael Prus is vice-president of Prus Construction. He received 
both his B.S. in Construction Management and his MBA from the 
University of Cincinnati. He has worked on projects such as Paul 
Brown Stadium, Serpentine Wall decorative walkway and Fountain 
Square improvements. Michael is married to Kim McLellan, a 

United Way board member. They have a daughter named Emma. He is currently 
chapter chairman of the Ohio Contractor’s Association. He has volunteered with 
Habitat for Humanity, One Way Farm and University of Cincinnati students. 



Jamie Ramsey 
513.639.3928 
jramsey@kmklaw.com

 
Jamie Ramsey is a partner with the law firm of Keating Muething & 
Klekamp in Cincinnati. He received his B.S. in Sociology, cum 
laude, and his Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from Northern 
Kentucky University. Jamie’s law practice is focused on commercial 
litigation and insurance policy coverage disputes. He was named 

an Ohio Rising Star by Law & Politics magazine in 2005 and 2006. A former 
president of the NKU Alumni Association, he currently serves a board member of 
the Children’s Law Center, Inc. Jamie and his wife, Heather, reside in Northern 
Kentucky with their newborn son, Landon.  
 
Daniel Reitz 
513.629.2797 
dreitz@graydon.com

 
Daniel E. Reitz, is an attorney at Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP, 
where his practice focuses on commercial real estate and 
corporate law. He received his B.A. from Miami University, cum 
laude, and his J.D. from the University of Cincinnati, where he was 
a Student Articles Editor of the Law Review and name to the Order 

of the Coif. Name a “Rising Star” by Ohio Super Lawyers Magazine in 2005. Dan 
was a recipient of the Cincinnati Youth Collaborative’s Dream Maker Award in 
2005 for his work as a mentor to at-risk youth. He enjoys spending time with his 
wife Amy and daughter Isabelle, as well as traveling, sailing and brewing beer.  
 
Clara Rice 
513.345.2242 
clara.rice@cincyplay.com

 
Clara Rice, MFA, CAPM-Associate Executive Director, Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park. Graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Grinnell 
College in 1999, with BAs in Economics and Theatre, Clara went 
on to Yale School of Drama and received a Master of Fine Arts in 
Theatre Management in 2002. She received her Certified 
Associate in Project Management designation in June 2006. Clara 

is the Secretary for Mayor Mallory’s Young Professional Kitchen Cabinet, the Co-
Chair of CincyUpdate, the founder of Cincinnatians United to Save Darfur and a 
member of LEGACY and Enjoy the Arts/START. She is a proud resident of 
downtown.  



Kendra Roland 
513.762.1023 
kendra.roland@kroger.com
 

Kendra Roland is a Process Engineer for The Kroger Co., one of the 
nation’s largest grocery retailers. She has spent the past seven 
years applying project management best practices, delivering 
quality projects and maximizing return on investment. Currently, 
Kendra is managing Kroger’s Project Management Office (PMO) 
implementation, project governance procedures and mentoring 

Project Managers to ensure IS project execution quality/efficiency and maximize 
probability of project success. She received her Bachelors in Business 
Administration from Kent State University, her MBA from the University of Phoenix 
and her Project Management Professional Certification.  
 
Julie S. Smith 
513.768.5570 
jsmith@cincinnatiopera.org

 
Julie Smith, Development Associate for Individual Giving at the 
Cincinnati Opera, hit the Cincinnati scene in 2001 after stints in 
Cleveland, New York and Guangzhou, China. She’s a graduate of 
Kenyon College with degrees in Psychology and Mandarin 
Chinese. For fun, Julie lends her effervescent personality and 
common sense know-how to Cincinnati Opera Center Stage, 

Katrina Collaboration and the Corryville Suzuki Project. She’s also the puppet 
master behind the decadent Carnivale d’Expose, an annual benefit for The 
Carnegie in Covington. Julie’s interests are vast and include making up jingles 
and not watching TV.  
 
Dacia M. Snider 
513.421.4440 x115 
dacia@downtowncincinnati.com
 

Dacia M. Snider is the Director of Special Projects for Downtown 
Cincinnati Inc. (DCI).  Dacia’s background in economic 
development drives her passion for downtown Cincinnati. A 2006 
Forty Under 40 recipient, she is a board member of the 
Downtown Residents Council, leadership team member of Project 
Lily Pad, a member of YPWired (organizers of the YP Sounding 

Sessions) and Regionalism Taskforce member of Legacy.  A native of 
northeastern Ohio, Dacia holds degrees in both finance and public administration 
and is a graduate of Miami University.  Dacia and her husband, Luke, live in 
Westwood where they are raising their son, Ian.   



Jennifer Spieser 
513.357.2621 
jennifer.spieser@cincinnati-oh.gov

 
Jennifer Spieser is a Development Associate for the Cincinnati 
Parks Foundation. She received her B.A. in Communication from 
the University of Cincinnati. Jennifer volunteers her time as a Next 
Chapter Book Club Facilitator for the MRDD and as a “Wish 
Maker” for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. She also serves as an 
Advisory Board member for Give Back Cincinnati.  Jennifer and her 

husband Eric reside on the West side of town with their little beagle, Nina. 
Jennifer has the support of a wonderful family and great friends. She thoroughly 
enjoys writing, cooking and hiking.  
 
Tara Stopfel 
513.556.6537 
tara.stopfel@uc.edu

 
Tara Stopfel, Assistant Dean for Academic Advising, University of 
Cincinnati. She received an M.Ed. in Counseling and Student 
Services (Higher Education Administration) and B.A. in General 
Studies (Biology, Psychology & Sociology) from the University of 
North Texas. Professional expertise includes design and 

leadership of student service and academic support programs. She established 
the UC Center for Exploratory Studies and supervises the McMicken College of 
Arts & Sciences advising program. She also holds an appointment as Lay Leader 
for Adult Education & Spiritual Growth ministries at Hyde Park Community UWC. 
She enjoys travel, dining and entertaining at her home in Madisonville.  
 
Kristin Suess 
513.621.4700 
ksuess@etastart.com
 

Kristin Suess, arts enthusiast, became the Manager of Programs 
and Services for Enjoy the Arts following a 5-year stint with 
Cincinnati Opera. After receiving her BA in Performance from 
Mesa State College, Colorado, she moved with Jeff (husband) and 
Morpheus (boxer) to pursue an MBA/MA in Arts Administration at 
UC-CCM. Her graduate paper included a rare violin study that 

continues to generate interest from around the world. Kristin is active in her 
Church, and serves on the Rohs Street Café Board and the Mayor’s Young 
Professionals Kitchen Cabinet. In the fall, she goes temporarily insane 
coordinating the 20/20 Arts Festival.  



Brian S. Todd 
513.241.3111 
btodd@cshco.com
 

Brian S. Todd is a Manager in the Cincinnati office of Clark, 
Schaefer, Hackett & Co. with responsibilities for all aspects of 
audits, reviews and compilations as well as careful preparation of 
Federal Form 990s for not-for-profit organizations.  His expertise 
includes counseling not-for-profits with process improvements. He 
graduated from the University of Cincinnati with bachelor’s 

degrees in Business Administration (Accounting and Finance). Professional 
affiliations include the American Institute, Ohio Society and Kentucky Society of 
CPAs. Brian is also a member of the Board of Trustees and Finance Committee of 
the Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Cincinnati. 
 
Jason Ulmenstine 
513.271.9026 x103 
julmenstine@cpsconsult.com

 
Jason D. Ulmenstine, Director of Business Development with 
Construction Process Solutions, Ltd. He attended Xavier 
University. He is a board member of the Society of Marketing 
Professional Services and participates in supporting local Susan 
G. Komen Foundation events. He participates in wide range of 
associations including Allied Construction Industries, Design Build 

Institute of America, National Association of Women in Construction and the 
American Bar Association.  He takes pleasure in activities with his wife, Christine, 
as well as spending time auto racing, fishing, and traveling.   
 
Maggie Ungers 
513.864.3283 
Maggie_ungers@lpk.com

 
Maggie Anne Ungers, graphic designer at Libby Perszyk Kathman 
(LPK), an international package design and brand identity agency. 
She received her B.A. in Fine Arts from Miami University. Some of 
her past accomplishments include working as a congressional 
intern for the 109th congress in Washington D.C.; recipient of the 
Arthur B. Damon Art Scholarship; fundraising chair (2005) for the 

Young Professionals group of the Baby’s Milk Fund (BMF) Pediatric Care; 
collaborative designer on the Outdoor Museum for Artworks of Cincinnati; and 
participant on numerous fundraising events and volunteer efforts for organizations 
like United Way and Give Back Cincinnati. In addition, she has traveled all over 
Europe for study abroad programs for pleasure and for design work. She enjoys 
running, skiing and cooking in her free time.  



Darin Vilano 
513.629.1175 
darin.vilano@wslife.com

 
Darin Vilano is part of Western & Southern Financial Group’s 
Leadership Development Program - a highly selective and intense 
three-year rotational program designed to place top MBA 
graduates on a fast track toward leadership positions in senior 
management. He stays actively involved in the community by 
serving in a number of cultural, civic and volunteer organizations. 

Darin served his country honorably in the United States Navy/Reserves. He has 
earned a bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Pittsburgh and an 
MBA from the University of Notre Dame. Darin currently resides in the Mt Adams 
neighborhood of Cincinnati.  
 
James M. Zimmerman 
513.357.9448 
zimmerman@taftlaw.com

 
James M. Zimmerman, attorney, Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP. 
He received his undergraduate degree and his law degree from 
Vanderbilt University. He serves on the Advisory Board of Give 
Back Cincinnati and on the alumni councils for Cincinnati Country 
Day School and Vanderbilt University Law School. In 2005 and 
2006, he was selected by Cincinnati Magazine as a Super Lawyer 

Rising Star. He and his wife Mary have four children, a daughter, born 2004, and 
triplets, born 2006.  
 
Jennifer Zimmerman 
859.431.2075 
jc_zimmerman@hotmail.com
 

Jennifer Crouse Zimmerman, evaluator, advocate and researcher, 
currently splits her time between Children, Inc. in Northern 
Kentucky and the Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati. She 
has a Master’s degree in Social Work from Washington University 
in St. Louis. She is involved in multiple community-based, 
collaborative projects focused on serving children and families in 

the Greater Cincinnati region. She has also presented her work at many national 
and international conferences. Ms. Zimmerman previously worked in St. Louis in 
the nonprofit community. She and her husband Geoff enjoy traveling and outdoor 
activities.  
 


